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Pyle’s Defeat 

The Most Comprehensive Guide 
 

 At last month’s meeting, the club welcomed 

authors Stewart Dunaway and Jeffrey Bright who 

gave a presentation on their new book. Equipped 
with a PowerPoint presentation, members in at-

tendance were treated to an outstanding program 

of how folklore formed the basis of the story 

about Pyle’s Defeat, but modern day fact-finding 
has shown the action took place at another loca-

tion on another date, and some events mentioned 

in previous historical texts just didn’t happen. 

 

(Continued on page 4) 

Trash? 
OR 

Treasure? 

 Two recent shows on TV have sparked the con-
demnation of metal detectorists as looters and dese-
crators of history. Nat Geo’s “Diggers” and Spike TV’s 
“American Digger” portray the ugly side of digging 
for cash. A recent article by the archaeological folks 
concerning both shows can be found here. 
 Meanwhile, Montana authorities have stated the 
“Diggers” show violated state law with their excava-
tions shown at an old prison site without permission 
or permit. These shows seem to be misguided reality 
TV in the worst possible way and certainly no help to 
the public’s perception of how a local metal detecting 
club such as the ONSD operates. 

American Diggers 

http://onsdclub.com
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/2012/03/02/archaeologist_n_1315867.html
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Minutes of ONSD Meeting – February 25, 2012 
 
 
Attendance: 

  
Welcome new members: 
 
 

Gail Sheffield, Angela Forrest, Miles Miciotto, Rick Hartgrove, Charlie Finch 

 
 

Old Business: 

 
William Purkey called the meeting to order at 9:00am 

The ONSD Code of Ethics was read by Ron Washburn 

The treasurer’s report was read and approved 

50/50 raffle was not held today 

Randy Woolbright donated the money to setup the new Web site 

Randy Woolbright gave a webmaster’s report 

Thom Metz gave the Sergeant at Arms report 

William Purkey discussed the meeting with the GSO P.D. for assistance 

By-Law amendment tabled for wording change & research 

No Secretary’s report 
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 Minutes of ONSD Meeting – February 25, 2012 – continued 
 

New Business: 
Officers for the 2012 year 
 

William Purkey – President 
Becky Craddock – VP 

Sgt at Arms – Thom Metz 
Special Projects – Mac McAtee 
Secretary – Jerry Gilliam 

Webmaster – Randy Woolbright 
 

Robert Underwood has an article published in “Just Dug” 

Guest speakers Stewart Dunaway and Jeff Bright gave a fabulous presenta-

tion and discussion of their new book on Pyle’s Defeat. Their findings appear 
to re-write some history books. 

  

Open discussion: 
William Purkey reminded attendees of an open hunt after the club meeting behind the 

Mendenhall Plantation house where an old spring house was to have been located. 
Meeting adjourned at 10:25am 
 

Meeting closing remarks: 
 

Thanks to Jim Spivey for bringing Coffee and Donuts 

Jim Spivey noted that we are getting many new people expressing interest 

in the club. It was noted that only ‘active’ members with current dues and 
release forms are allowed to participate in club hunts. Guests are allowed to 

attend and observe, but may not participate in the use of a metal detector 
on any hunt. 
The next regularly scheduled meeting of the ONSD will be at 9:00 am on 

March 31, 2012 in the Madison Lindsay House at the Mendenhall Plantation 

located in Jamestown, NC.   
 

Secretary additional Notes: 
None 
 

Respectfully submitted: 
Jerry Gilliam - Secretary ONSD 
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 The authors went into great detail about their methods of verifying accounts and stories 

and separating folklore from actual historical accounts. Although meeting some resistance 

from a few interested parties of the status quo, the authors also presented their research to 
governmental officials in Alamance County and the State of North Carolina. The true facts 

surrounding the event, newly uncovered and proven, have led to the first-time removal, 

replacement, and update of a state historical marker to correctly and accurately portray the 
facts of Pyle’s Defeat in present-day Alamance County. For more information, see Historical Books of 

North Carolina or visit www.lulu.com/sedunaway 

 
 

Book Description 

 
The Battle of Pyle's Defeat was the bloodiest ten minutes of all Alamance County history. On February 24, 1781, a few hun-
dred yards of Alamance County (then Orange County) were stained red with the blood of a few hundred local citizens. Nearly 
100 Tory soldiers were killed, with another 100 taken prisoner, wounded, or unaccounted. For generations historians have pon-
dered what really happened at this killing field without any real depth of rationality. Some have just simply replaced fact with 
convenient speculation of where the hacking actually took place. Our answer to these contemporaries, and their agendas, is the 

comprehensive presentation in this work, of the letters, memoirs, and field notes of the men who participated. Besides the in-
sight gained from these writings, we provide the reader the proper locations and mileage by plotting the actual routes. It was 
not our wish when we started this project to revise history, but to correct the myths that have been perpetuated since 1849. 

(“Pyle’s Defeat - The Most Comprehensive Guide” Continued from page 1) 

Behind the Mendenhall House Hunt - February 25, 2012 

 After the monthly club meeting, members spent the day in the woods behind the 
Mendenhall Plantation searching the area around the remains of an old dam. Several items 
were found including a large cent, two saddle shields, a boot spur, the bottom part of a stirrup, 
a minie ball, a silver 1944 WWII nickel, and a small cuff-type button. 

http://www.lulu.com/sedunaway
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Treasurer’s Report 

as of 

march 1, 2012 

 

Ronald R Washburn 

Treasurer 

Starting Balance Credits Debits $925.07 

New Member Dues 140.00  1,065.07 

Rent collected 46.00  1,111.07 

Gift cards  100.00 1,011.07 

Rent paid  52.00 959.07 

Picnic shelter rent  70.00 889.07 

Ending Balance   $889.07 

Code of Ethics 
 

The Old North State Detectorists (ONSD) encourages responsible conduct and strict 

compliance with all local, state, and federal regulations and restrictions. 
 

ONSD takes pride in adopting this Code of Ethics. 
 

I will respect private property and do no metal detecting without the owner's 
permission. 

I will fill in all excavations and do no damage to property. 

I will work with and support professional archaeologists and historians to protect 

national treasures. 

I will remove and properly dispose of any trash dug or located in my digging area. 

I will make a reasonable effort to return identifiable items to their owners. 

I will conduct myself with courtesy and seek to set an example for other detectorists. 

 

Adopted by unanimous vote of ONSD members, February 6, 2010. 
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Publication Notice 

 

 This newsletter is published monthly by 

the Old North State Detectorists and is dis-

tributed free of charge. Inquiries, omissions 

and corrections should be directed to: 

 randwool@hotmail.com 

Copyright ©2012 

Old North State Detectorists 

All rights reserved 

Have you clicked on the 

ONSD website for the latest 

news and events info? 
www.onsdclub.com 

The next club meeting will be held on 

Saturday, March 31, 2012 at 9 am. 

Monthly Meeting Time & Location 
 

The Old North State Detectorists meet at 
9:00 am on the last Saturday of each month 
at the Madison Lindsay House at 
Mendenhall Plantation located at 603 West 
Main Street in Jamestown, NC. Occasionally, 
meetings may be held at a hunt site prior to 
the event. Check the ONSD website Calen-
dar of Events page for the latest information, 
weather conditions and driving directions. 

  
The club membership fee is $20.00 per 

year for individuals and $30.00 for families 
which includes an embroidered hat and iron-
on patch. 

 
FMDAC membership is available through 

the club at a reduced rate of $5.00 per per-
son, per year. Guests are welcome. 

ONSD Club Officers 
 

President -William Purkey 
Vice-President - Becky Craddock 

Secretary - Jerry Gilliam 
Treasurer - Ron Washburn 

Sergeant at Arms - Thom Metz 
Special Projects Liaison - Mac McAtee 

Editor/Webmaster - Randy Woolbright 

As this month’s issue marks the start of 
another year, we want to express our 

thanks to those who have contributed to 
the newsletter. Please send photos, sto-
ries, or articles you wish to submit for 

publication to the editor at: 
 

randwool@hotmail.com 

ONSD Photo Gallery 
 

now on display and showing at 
 

Www.onsd.smugmug.com 

ONSD-TV 

is on 
www.youtube.com/

user/onsdclub 

mailto:randwool@hotmail.com?subject=Inquiries
http://onsdclub.com
mailto:randwool@hotmail.com
http://www.onsd.smugmug.com
http://www.youtube.com/user/onsdclub
http://www.youtube.com/user/onsdclub

