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Hello, ONSD Members and Friends 

by William Purkey 

  

     Everyone I've talked 

with agreed that the 

Revolutionary War Ala-

mance Battleground 

search on Saturday, June 

26 was a most enjoyable 

and productive experi-

ence. Several valuable artifacts were found, 

including a Revolutionary War uniform but-

ton and some projectiles. A special thanks to 

everyone who helped to arrange this outing. 

Notes About The Uniform Button 

by Mac McAtee 

 

 Some of my photos of the last Alamance 

exercise are included in this newsletter. In-

side are pictures of the Continental Army 

"USA" button that I found. Josh Howard has 

done sufficient research to confirm that it is 

authentic and not a re-enactor dropped but-

ton. It is, so far, the best find I have ever 

made. There was a Delaware unit that was 

decimated at The Battle of Camden, SC. 

Only about 40 of them remained. The head 

guy wrote a letter that said his unit had a 

skirmish with Cornwallis's troops at "the old 

regulator grounds". These troops had re-

ceived new uniforms about a year prior via a 

shipment from France. That particular style 

of button came on French made uniforms 

that were sent over for use by Continental 

troops. Photos continue on the next page. 

The President’s Corner 

by William Purkey 

 

Hello Diggers, 

 

 Now that we're heading into our second 

year as a club, I am amazed at how much 

we've grown and how much we've done. 

Group hunts, working with Mendenhall 

Plantation and the North Carolina Depart-

ment of Archives, plus some smaller hunts, 

have been wonderful experiences. 

 

 My goal for this second year is for us to 

form new club friendships and have as much 

fun as possible. Already, some club mem-

bers have established great relationships and 

found new buddies. 

 

 I would like to have an ONSD social 

event, such as a cook-out, picnic, or dinner, 

break bread, and tell stories. My article in 

this edition of the ONSD Newsletter, "A 

Funny Thing Happened On The Way To The 

Treasure", is just one of many stories our 

members could share. Together, our ONSD 

members are a wealth of metal detecting 

knowledge, interesting adventures, and ex-

citing hunting. I'll be working to tap in on 

these treasures. 

 

 Dig deep. 

 

     William  
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Alamance Battleground Hunt #3 - June 26, 2010 
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 The 8th Annual Village Fair at Mendenhall Plantation was held 

on a rainy July 17th from 10:00 am to 4:00 pm at 603 West Main St in 
Jamestown, NC directly across from City Lake Park. 
  

 The focus was on the Mendenhall Plantation and village life with 

the Quakers in the 19th century. There was live music, food, arts & 
craft exhibits and lots of fun and games related to life on a Quaker 
farm in the past. 

 
  ONSD members Jim Spivey and Mac McAtee displayed relics and artifacts found on the grounds of 

the Mendenhall Plantation by members of the ONSD club. They also performed metal detecting dem-

onstrations and distributed information and business cards about the club.  
 

Additional information can be obtained by visiting the Mendenhall Plantation website at  
www.mendenhallplantation.org then click on "Village Fair". 

 
8th Annual 

Village Fair 
at 

Mendenhall 

Plantation 

 
By 

Jim Spivey 

http://www.mendenhallplantation.org
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 Minutes of ONSD Meeting June 25, 2010 

  

The meeting was called to order by club president William Purkey at 9:00 am. 

 

Members present were Ron Washburn, Jim Spivey, Randy Woolbright, John Hanes, Jeffrey Blackburn, 

William Purkey, Mac McAtee, Jeff Brown, David Payne, and Herb Griffis. 

 

Minutes of the May 29th meeting were approved. 

 

A new member, Tony Stevenson, was welcomed into the club. 

 

There was unanimous approval to award complimentary ONSD Lifetime Membership Certificates to 
Josh Howard, John Mintz, and Keith Hardison. These three individuals were honored for allowing ONSD 

to search historic areas for artifacts. 

 

Jim Spivey agreed to head up the ONSD exhibit table at the Village Fair at Mendenhall Plantation's Jamestown 

festival on Saturday, July 17th, 2010,  beginning at 10:00 am. Jim requested that members bring items for display 

on that morning. He will be sending out the location, times, and details of the project. 

 

The club voted to hunt the Old Grist Mill site in Jamestown immediately following the regularly scheduled ONSD 

meeting on Saturday, July 31, 2010. The 9:00 am meeting will take place at the Golden Corral Restaurant 

4404 Landview Drive in Greensboro. 

THIS HUNT HAS BEEN POSTPONED / HUNT IS AT ALAMANCE BATTLEGROUND ON JULY 31 
 

The following amendments to the ONSD bylaws were unanimously approved. 

 

Article 2:  Officers 

 

     Add:  Newsletter Editor as officer 

 

     Add:  Officers (President, Vice-President, Secretary, Treasurer, Sergeant-at-Arms, and Newsletter Editor) 

will be elected for one-year terms beginning in January of each year. 

 

(Mac McAtee suggested staggered terms, but I'm unsure how this would work. I'll ask Mac to figure out a system 

and report back to the club at the next meeting.) 
 

     Add:  Election of officers will be by 51 percent or more of paid members in attendance at the regularly 

scheduled January meeting. 

 

Article 3:  Duties of  Officers 

 

     Add:  The Newsletter Editor will cover and report on activities and maintain ONSD connections with 

electronic media. 

 

Article 6:  Dues 

 
    Change bylaws to read:  Membership dues will be collected in January of each year. Dues of new members who 

join after August will count toward the following year. Dues are $20.00 for individuals and $30.00 for families. 
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Code of Ethics 
The Old North State Detectorists (ONSD) encourages responsible conduct and strict compli-

ance with all local, state, and federal regulations and restrictions. 

ONSD takes pride in adopting this Code of Ethics. 

 

I will respect private property and do no metal detecting without the owner's permission. 

I will fill in all excavations and do no damage to property. 

I will work with and support professional archaeologists and historians to protect national treas-

ures. 

I will remove and properly dispose of any trash I dig or is located in my digging area. 

I will make a reasonable effort to return identifiable items to their owners. 

I will conduct myself with courtesy and seek to set an example for other detectorists. 

 

Adopted by unanimous vote of ONSD members, February 6, 2010. 

In next month’s issue of the ONSD Club newsletter... 
 

Club member Tony Stevenson will demonstrate how to use old maps to locate struc-
tures long removed from today’s maps and several links that can be used to find these 
old maps for viewing or copying. That’s coming up next month. To see the article 

now, visit the ONSD website and check the Member Articles page.  Look for: 
“NC Maps: X does mark the spot!” 

 

 

The following story is reprinted by permission of 

Western & Eastern Treasures Magazine. 

 

Treasurer’s Report as of June 30, 2010 
Ronald R Washburn Treasurer 

Starting Balance Credits Debits $294.30  

Income 20.00    

Expenses  0.00   

Ending Balance   $314.30  

http://onsd.club.officelive.com/MemberArticles.aspx
http://www.treasurenet.com/westeast/
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Publication Notice 

 

 This newsletter is published monthly by the 

Old North State Detectorists Club and is dis-

tributed free of charge. Inquiries, omissions 

and corrections should be directed to: 

 randwool@hotmail.com 

 

Copyright ©2010 

Old North State Detectorists Club 

All rights reserved 

ONSD Club Officers 

 

President -William Purkey 

Vice-President/Treasurer - Ron Washburn 

Secretary - Jerry Gilliam 

Sergeant at Arms - Jim Spivey 

Newsletter Editor - Randy Woolbright 

Monthly Meetings 

 

The Old North State Detectorists Club 

meets at 9:00 am the last Saturday of each 

month at the rear meeting room in the 

Golden Corral located at 4404 Landview 

Drive in Greensboro, NC. This is just south 

of the I-40 and Wendover Avenue inter-

change. Membership fee is $20.00 per year 

which includes a hat. Guests are welcome. 

Golden Detector Award 
 

The Golden Detector award is presented to 

the member who recovers and returns a valuable 

item to its rightful owner. 

Our newest winner is Jerry Murphy who 

recovered and returned an engagement ring. 

 

Congratulations, Jerry! 

Have you clicked on the 

ONSD website for the latest 

news and events info? 
www.onsd.club.officelive.com 

Members... 

Please make sure your name is 

matched up to your email address in 

the club records and spelled correctly. 

Secretary Jerry Gilliam has the 

membership list to check. 

***Classified Ads*** 
Send in your metal detecting items 

wanted or for sale to the Editor. You’ll 
have the items posted in the next 3 

issues of the ONSD newsletter. 

The July 31, 2010 ONSD Club meeting 

will be held at the Alamance Battle-

ground Visitors Center auditorium 

beginning at 9:00 am. New members 

check the website Calendar of Events 

for driving directions. 

The club will be continuing the search 

for artifacts at the site under the direc-

tion of the NC Division of State Historic 

Sites and Property.  

mailto:randwool@hotmail.com?subject=Inquiries
http://onsd.club.officelive.com
http://onsd.club.officelive.com/CalenderofEvents.aspx

