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The President’s Corner 
by William Purkey 

Hello, ONSD Members, 

 

I would like your opinion on a topic that is at the heart 

of metal detecting: what tools to use for digging holes 
and covering them? 

 

Covering holes is a cardinal rule in metal detecting. It 

is critically important to fill holes and leave no trace 

that the ground has been disturbed. This is true even on 

sandy beaches. Violators of this rule should be shot on 

sight. 

 

What I'm wondering about is the use of shovels in dig-

ging holes. Conventional advice is never to use them. I 

may be in the minority, but I think a small shovel, es-
pecially designed for metal detecting, is a valuable 

tool. It can cut three sides of a square hole. This makes 

it easy to use the fourth side as a hinge, lift up the sod, 

take the find, and close the hole. The advantage of this 

method is that it leaves grass roots on the fourth side 

that can nourish the other three. 

 

The problem with cutting out a round plug, then re-

placing it, is that the plug cannot receive nourishment 

from the surrounding grass. Adding to this problem is 

that a plug is likely to be sucked out of the hole by a 

passing lawnmower. 
 

Perhaps the ideal system is to use a screwdriver to lo-

cate and recover the treasure. This is a skill I have 

never attempted. It sounds difficult. Does anyone in the 

club use a screw driver or do similar digging? 

 

Finally, no matter what digging tool you use, be sure to 

use a cloth to place the dirt on, and carry out all the 

junk you dig. 

 

Happy Hunting. 
William 

" I thoroughly enjoyed the hunt on Saturday with 
your Detectorists. Indeed, the ethical nature of your 
group caught my attention from the beginning. This 
was the sort of group I could bring in and feel good 
about it. " 
 
Julia Taylor Ebel 
Host and Property Owner of Old North State Gold 
Mine club hunt site on October 27, 2012 

The club meeting for October was held at the site of 
some old gold pits near Jamestown, NC. The pits have 
been in existence from the 1850's. The property own-
ers met with the club and escorted the members back 
into the woods where they spread out to cover the 
area. No gold was located, but some other items found 
included lots of shotgun shells, bullet casings, a toy 
cap pistol, an ax head, barbed wire, a nickle, and an old 
faded tin 'No Trespassing' sign. 
 
Herb Griffis won the award for the best find today 
with his toy pistol recovery. He received a 100 Peso 
Mexican Silver Dollar for his efforts. 

http://onsdclub.com
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ONSD CLUB MEETING MINUTES FOR OCTOBER 27, 2012 
 
 
CODE OF ETHICS (NOT READ DUE TO GOLD MINE HUNT AT JAMESTOWN, NC 
ON JULIA EBEL PROPERTY) 
 

 
ATTENDANCE: RANDY WOOLBRIGHT, WILLIAM PURKEY, ROBERT UNDERWOOD 

BECKY CRADDOCK, RON WASHBURN, TIM PIERCE, JOHN YOUNG 
NORM BIRDSALL, CECIL BURCHELL, JIM SPIVEY, DAVID PAYNE 

JODY SANDERS, BOB STEWART, MAC McATEE, HERB GRIFFIS 
RODNEY JOSLIN, JERRY GILLIAM, TIM CUMMINGS, PAM CUMMINGS 
SUSAN NEUBAUER, DAN KAUPPILA, MAL KAPLAN, BILL BOOKOUT 

 
VISITOR: STEVE COLE (MARTINSVILLE, VA) JOINED CLUB 
 
OLD BUSINESS: 
WILL AWARD JUDGES CHOICE AWARD (MEXICAN SILVER DOLLAR FROM ONSD) 
FOR MOST INTERESTING FIND. *LATER WON BY HERB GRIFFIS FOR A DUG TOY 
PISTOL (DERRINGER) BY PANEL OF JUDGES. 
 
NEW BUSINESS: (UPCOMING CLUB EVENTS) 
*SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 3, 2012 - CLUB HUNT AT 1915 HOMESITE OFF PLEASANT 
GARDEN ROAD SOUTH OF GREENSBORO, NC. *LATER JUDGE’S CHOICE AWARD 
FOR BEST FIND GIVEN TO JIM SPIVEY FOR ROGER’S SILVER 1849 SPOON (HE DO-
NATED AWARD BACK TO ONSD DUE TO SPOON NOT IDENTIFIED CORRECTLY). 
 
*SEVERAL LOST AND FOUND HUNTS IN NOVEMBER (3RD, ECT.) WILL BE UP-
DATED LATER BY RANDY WOOLBRIGHT. 
 
*SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 17, 2012 - HISTORICAL SURVEY HUNT AT 1800 JORDAN 
HOMESITE IN MADISON, NC SPONSORED BY HISTORICAL PROPERTIES COMMIS-
SION AND CHAIRMAN KITTY WILLIAMS. HUNTMASTER WILL BE ROBERT UNDER-
WOOD WITH HUNT INFORMATION GIVEN OUT LATER ON WEB. 
 
*DECEMBER 15, 2012 - MEETING AND CHRISTMAS PARTY WITH HISTORICAL 
SPEAKER INVITED AT EDWARDS LIBRARY. MORE INFORMATION LATER. 
 
* GOLD MINE HUNT CONDUCTED BY JULIA EBEL (THANK YOU CARD SENT 
LATER TO HER ADDRESS BY SECRETARY ROBERT UNDERWOOD). 
 
END OF MEETING. 
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ONSD CLUB MEETING MINUTES FOR NOVEMBER 17, 2012 
 

CODE OF ETHICS: READ BY ROBERT UNDERWOOD 
 

ATTENDANCE: ROBERT UNDERWOOD (HUNTMASTER), RANDY WOOLBRIGHT, 
TIM CUMMINGS, PAM CUMMINGS, RON WASHBURN, STEVE COLE, DAVID PAYNE, 

RALPH NELSON, PAT ROMANO, JEANNIE ROMANO, JEFFREY BLACKBURN, 
CECIL BURCHELL, JOHN YOUNG, T.E. METZ, JODY SANDERS, DAN KAUPPILA, 

SUSAN NEUBAUER, NORM BIRDSALL, RODNEY JOSLIN, MAC MCATEE, JIM SPIVEY 
 
VISITORS: JASON A. OSBORN(STONEVILLE, NC)-JOINED 
VICTOR CESTARI (EDEN, NC)-JOINED 
GUEST SPONSOR: KITTY WILLIAMS-CHAIRMAN OF THE MADISON, NC HISTORICAL 
PROPERTIES COMMISSION AND MEMBER OF THE MUSEUM & ARCHIVES OF ROCKING-
HAM COUNTY BOARD. 
OTHER GUESTS: “REIDSVILLE, NC REVIEW” NEWSPAPER REPORTER AND PHOTOGRA-
PHER-STEVE LAWSON 
 
OLD BUSINESS: 
*UPCOMING EVENTS: 
- SEVERAL LOST RING HUNTS IN NOVEMBER-GOLD DETECTOR PINS FOR LOST ITEMS 
FOUND BY MEMBERS TO BE AWARDED LATER AT DECEMBER 15, 2012 MEETING AND 
CHRISTMAS PARTY AT KATHLEEN CLAY EDWARDS LIBRARY (9:00AM). 
- ELECTION OF NEW OFFICERS FOR ONSD CLUB AT MEETING ON JANUARY 26, 2013 
(RODNEY JOSLIN AND OTHER NOMINATING COMMITTEE MEMBERS WILL CHOOSE 
CANDIDATES BY DECEMBER, 2012). 
 
NEW BUSINESS: 
*HISTORICAL SURVEY HUNT ON GROUNDS SECTIONED OFF INTO 10 AREAS BY ROBERT 
UNDERWOOD(HUNTMASTER) OF THE 1800’S JORDEN HOMESITE IN MADISON, NC.  
HUNT BOUNDARIES AND REGULATIONS WERE EXPLAINED FOR A TWO HOUR SURVEY
(9:30-11:30 AM) WITH ARTIFACTS RECOVERED FOR MADISON HISTORICAL PROPERTIES 
COMMISSION(REPRESENTED BY KITTY WILLIAMS AND STAFF). 
* JUDGE’S CHOICE AWARD LATER WON BY JOHN YOUNG FOR RECOVERY OF 19TH CEN-
TURY BRASS RING WITH ROSE EMBLEM AND 1909 INDIAN CENT. MEXICAN SILVER DOL-
LAR AWARDED TO JOHN YOUNG BY ROBERT UNDERWOOD. 
* PHOTOGRAPHY AND MEDIA REPORT OF EVENT BY RANDY WOOLBRIGHT, KITTY WIL-
LIAMS, AND STEVE LAWSON OF THE “REIDSVILLE REVIEW”. (NEWSPAPER ARTICLES OF 
THE EVENT CAME OUT 11-25-12 IN LOCAL ROCKINGHAM COUNTY TOWNS OF MADISON, 
EDEN, AND REIDSVILLE, NC). COPIES MADE AVAILABLE BY ROBERT UNDERWOOD AND 
“AMERICAN DIGGER MAGAZINE” NOTIFIED LATER. 
* “FUZZYS BARBECUE “ LUNCH AT NOON PROVIDED BY KITTY WILLIAMS AND MADI-
SON HISTORICAL COMMISSION. A THANK YOU CARD WAS SENT LATER BY SECRETARY 
ROBERT UNDERWOOD FOR THEIR EVENT SUPPORT. 
*ARTIFACTS WERE LATER CLEANED, PRESERVED, AND IDENTIFIED BY ROBERT UN-
DERWOOD AND KITTY WILLIAMS. END OF REPORT. 
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From Steve Cole...My favorite find lately was the Indian Head penny dated 1864 in awesome condition. In the 
other picture is two pulled bullets, one three ringer and one Williams cleaner with three, three ringers in dropped 
condition. Also shown is a rivet, a finial, and part of a carbine sling swivel bracket. 

Some recent finds by members... 

From Robert Underwood...TOP LEFT- Dug .25 caliber 
pistol ball and .58 caliber 3-ring minie bullet at 6th 
CORPS (U.S.) Campsite - Danville, VA...TOP RIGHT - 
Recently Recovered Archaic Period Indian Knife Blade 
from Guilford Culture in Benaja Creek Area of Rocking-
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ham County, NC...PREVIOUS PAGE BOTTOM LEFT - 1800’s Brass Flat Button with wire shank...Large Brass 
overcoat(?) flat button (1800's)...1898 Indian Head Penny...Buffalo Nickel - Date unknown...PREVIOUS PAGE 
BOTTOM RIGHT - U.S. Eagle coat button excavated photo dug at 6th CORPS (U.S.) campsite in Danville, VA. 
BELOW TOP- Display case of items found at Colonial Cabin Site on East Hogan’s Creek south of Reidsville, NC 
BELOW BOTTOM LEFT - On left, a Brass Wiffletree end from Civil War CSA Camp in Kenansville, NC recov-
ered in 2001. BELOW BOTTOM LEFT - On right, a Brass Wiffletree end of same design but of a later period dug 
at post-colonial cabin site at East Hogan’s Creek south of Reidsville, NC on 11-4-12. BELOW BOTTOM RIGHT - 
Close-up view of 19th century suspender buckle recovered at Hogan’s Creek cabin site. 
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Guilford County has purchased the 53 acre Hedgecock Farm on West Parris Ave-
nue for use as a nature preserve. The property was acquired by the County for 
$549,093 using a portion of the $10 million fund from the Open Space Bonds ap-
proved by County voters in 2004. The County is presently seeking ideas from 
residents on the use of the property. The property has a late nineteenth or early 
twentieth century farmhouse with some outbuildings including two nice tobacco 
barns. There are several existing dirt roads and foot trails crossing the property 
providing the base for recreational trails. The property has a creek and some 
bluffs above the creek with some nice views of the creek below. Even though the 
roads and trails on the property have not yet been officially developed as nature 
preserve trails, there are some nice hikes and off road biking opportunities there 
now if you will respect the property. 

A NEW HIGH POINT NATURE PRESERVE area 
Article from a deleted Thursday, July 19, 2012 Blog entry 

This is a cached page of the article: 

http://cc.bingj.com/cache.aspx?q=new+hp+nc+nature+preserve&d=4877966929697349&mkt=en-
US&setlang=en-US&w=13c345f0,d2ed4a2b 

http://cc.bingj.com/cache.aspx?q=new+hp+nc+nature+preserve&d=4877966929697349&mkt=en-US&setlang=en-US&w=13c345f0,d2ed4a2b
http://cc.bingj.com/cache.aspx?q=new+hp+nc+nature+preserve&d=4877966929697349&mkt=en-US&setlang=en-US&w=13c345f0,d2ed4a2b
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 Four members of the ONSD club answered a call on Halloween from a lady who had lost 
her wedding ring two weeks ago at home in Greensboro while doing yard work. Jerry Gilliam 
provided the treat of the day by recovering the ring and presenting it to the lucky 
lady. Members had spread out about the front yard searching and took about 40 minutes to 
recover the ring. Needless to say, Katy was one happy lady. 
 Congratulations to Jerry, who will be awarded the Golden Detector Award Certificate and 
Pin for his recovery at the December 15th Club meeting. 

 Over 10 members of the ONSD Club 
searched the front yard area of a Ker-
nersville, NC home on November 7th af-
ter a silver bracelet was lost over the 
past weekend while the owner was doing 
yard work raking leaves. The lady who 
lost the bracelet actually found it her-
self while walking the front yard again in 
an area that hadn't been searched yet. 
 
 On a surprize note, member Jody 
Sanders earned himself a Golden Detec-
tor Award Certificate and Pin at this 
same hunt for his recovery and return of 
a previously unmentioned missing child's 
butterfly ring belonging to the daughter 
of the lost ring's owner. Congratulations 
Jody !!! He will also receive his award at 
the December 15th club meeting. 

 “This simple but heartfelt thank you is delayed but just as 

heartfelt as Wednesday evening.  I greatly applaud and ap-

preciate all that you did to help us find Aimee’s bracelet on 

Wednesday evening.  We have told the story over and over.  

You are true gentlemen to provide your services.  We would 

love to somehow show our appreciation to you and the group 

for making our problem such a priority to you.  
 

Wishing you the best in all of your treasure hunts…” 

Michael L. 
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 Dad and I had not planned on hunting this day, but the weather was just too nice to 
pass up. Since he had taken Friday off from work anyway, we decided to take advantage of 
the time and conditions. The Randolph County, NC house to be hunted had been built around 
1934, and we hoped it might hold some silver coins.  
 
 Within the first two minutes of detecting, Dad found the first silver coin of the day, a 
1934 Mercury dime. Talk about excited! We were hoping it was going to be a good spot. 
Turns out it definitely was. Up close to the house, I recovered a wheat penny, but could not 
read the date at the time. After “cleaning the front yard”, we had located one Mercury 
dime, two wheat cents, two clad dimes and four newer pennies. 
 
 We then headed to the side yard, where I dug a military button. Looking it up later on 
the internet, the only thing I found was that it was made from 1902 to the present 
day. Couldn’t find anything else in that section of the yard, but I was totally excited!! We 
decided to call it a day at that time and head out for lunch. 
 
 The next day we were ea-
ger to find more of the good 
stuff. The back yard had not 
been touched at all, so we 
were hoping to search it and 
recover more items. Shortly 
after turning the detectors 
on, Dad found another Mer-
cury dime dated 1944. My 
daughter Skylar, and neph-
ews Cody and Andrew, also 
went with us on Saturday. 
They all found a quarter, a 
couple of pennies and a 
trailer hitch that the home 
owner had lost. (I love seeing 
the kids enjoy this hobby!) 

Hunting an old house in Randolph County, NC 

By Becky Craddock 
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Club member Gail Sheffield worked with a property owner to obtain permission to hunt a large 1910-era homesite 

near Pleasant Garden, NC. The club was allowed to hunt this location before it is bulldozed for future develop-

ment. The house has been burnt down, but approximately 11 acres of area provided members an outstanding op-

portunity to search around the house ruins and old barn, including a rumored old cabin site on the property. 

 
Lots of farm iron was found along with some clad coins, shotgun shells, .38 & .45 caliber and 9 MM cartridge cas-

ings, silver plated spoons and a Kennedy half-dollar. 

 
The Old North State Detectorists Club held a hunt at the Jordan Cabin in Madison, NC at the request of the Madi-

son Historic Districts and Properties Commission. The structure is possibly the oldest surviving building in Madi-

son and could predate the founding of the town by as much as 20 years. It is located on lot 2 of the original Madi-

son plat of 1818. 

 

The Club searched lots 1 and 2 for historic materials and all recovered items were turned over to the Historic Com-

mission to catalog and help to further illuminate the origins and history of the Cabin. Items found included two old 

rings, a 1909 Indian Head Penny, an old bottle, a broach, a clay marble, parts of an old stove door, a Civil War-era 

axe head, and plenty of farm iron pieces. 

 I finally got a good target right beside of Dad. I started to dig and thought I saw some-
thing shiny. As I dug a little deeper, there it was...the prettiest coin I have ever seen. Of 
course it is so  pretty because I found it. Both sides had been burned and turned black. Af-
ter a little cleaning, it turned out to be a Standing Liberty Half-Dollar, dated 1938. I 
was so excited !!! My detector even indicated it was a fifty cent piece. I have dug many 
times that never ending up being what I had hoped, but this time it was legit. That coin 
made my whole day most enjoyable. At the conclusion of our fun, we had located and recov-
ered two silver Mercury dimes, three wheat pennies, one military button, and one Standing 
Liberty Half-Dollar. A nice return for a few hours of hunting, and, we were able to keep what 
we found. 

(Continued from page 8) 

Hunting an old house in Randolph County, NC 
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Publication Notice 

 

 This newsletter is published monthly by 

the Old North State Detectorists and is dis-

tributed free of charge. Inquiries, omissions 

and corrections should be directed to: 

 webmaster@onsdclub.com 

Copyright ©2012 

Old North State Detectorists 

All rights reserved 

Have you clicked on the 

ONSD website for the latest 

news and events info? 
www.onsdclub.com 

Due to the upcoming holidays, the next 

club meeting will be held early on 

Saturday, December 15, 2012 at 9 am 

at our regular library location. 
ONSD Club Officers 

 
President -William Purkey 

Vice-President - Becky Craddock 
Secretary - Robert Underwood 

Treasurer - Ron Washburn 
Sergeant at Arms - Thom Metz 

Special Projects Liaison - Mac McAtee 
Editor/Webmaster - Randy Woolbright 

Monthly Meeting Time & Location 
 

The Old North State Detectorists usually 
meet at 9:00 am on the last Saturday of each 
month at the Kathleen Clay Edwards Family 
Branch Library Community Room located at 
1420 Price Park Road in Greensboro, NC. 

 
Occasionally, a club meeting may be held 

at a hunt site prior to a dig. Be sure to check 
the ONSD website Calendar of Events page 
for the latest information. 

  
The club membership fee is $20.00 per 

year for individuals and $30.00 for families 
which includes an embroidered hat and iron-
on patch. 

 
Guests are welcome to observe our hunts, 

however you must be a club member to par-
ticipate in the activities. 

A special hunt is scheduled for Decem-

ber 1st at 9:00 am at the Tucker House 

located on Pleasant Garden Road just 

south of Greensboro. This is just north 

of the recent Burnt Chimneys hunt site. 

Directions will be emailed to members. 

Club Secretary Robert Underwood has had an on-

going display at the Mayodan Public Library of 

his recovered artifacts and relics from the western 

part of Rockingham County. Also, look for his 
recent YouTube video about the Jeff Garrett Plan-

tation site here at: http://youtu.be/GRU2x_goOh4 

mailto:webmaster@onsdclub.com
http://onsdclub.com
http://www.onsdclub.com/calendar-of-events
http://youtu.be/GRU2x_goOh4

